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Mr. JOHNSTON of South Carolina, from the Committee on Post Office
and Civil Service, submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany S. 803]

The Committee on Post Office and Civil Service, to whom was
referred the bill (S. 803) to authorize the sale of post route and rural
delivery maps, opinions of the Solicitor, and transcripts of hearings
before trial examiners, at rates to be determined by the Postmaster
General, having considered the same, report favorably thereon with
an amendment and recommend that the bill, as amended, do pass.

STATEMENT

For many years legislation making appropriations for postal pur-
poses has contained language authorizing the Postmaster General to
sell post route and rural delivery maps to the public at reasonable
prices. In the Eighty-first Congress the Post Office Appropriation
Act enlarged this authority to include the sale of transcripts of hear-
ings before Post Office examiners and the opinions of the Solicitor of
the Department, which prior to that time could only be loaned to
those in need of such records.
In the opinion of the Postmaster General it is desirable to have in

substantive law that which has existed previously by virtue of annual
enactment for that year only. In this the committee concurs.
No effort has been made to make a profit on furnishing maps,

transcripts, and opinions to the interested public, the reasonable price
being based on the cost of production and handling. Transcripts in
hearings on obscene matter do not include the exhibits containing
such obscene matter.
No cost is involved in this legislation which is approved by the

Postmaster General and the Bureau of the Budget.
Attached hereto is copy of letter from the Postmaster General

requesting the introduction of the legislation covered by S. 803.
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AMENDMENT

The bill is amended by adding a provision that such sales shall not
be at a price that represents more than the cost thereof. The com-
mittee feels that this service to the interested public shall at all
times be furnished at actual cost and that same not be used as a
means of making a profit.

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT,
Washington, D. C., January 25, 1951.

Hon. ALBEN W. BARKLEY,
President of the United States Senate.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: Submitted herewith, for consideration by the Congress,
is proposed legislation "to authorize the sale of post route and rural delivery maps,
opinions of the Solicitor, and transcripts of hearings before trial examiners, at
rates to be determined by the Postmaster General."
At the present time the only authority for the sale of the articles is that con-

tained in the current appropriation act for the Post Office Department (sec 204,
title II, ch IV, of Public Law 759, approved September 6, 1950). This authority
is believed to constitute substantive legislation subject to points of order. To
correct the situation, and also eliminate the necessity for yearly repetition of such
authority in the appropriation acts for the Post Office Department, it is believed
that the authority now contained in section 204, title II, chapter IV of Public Law
759, should be enacted into substantive legislation.

It is believed that the legislation submitted herewith will accomplish the pur-
pose desired, and its early enactment is recommended.
The Bureau of the Budget has advised this Department that there is no objection

to the presentation of this proposed legislation to the Congress for its considera-
tion.

Sincerely yours,
J. M. DONALDSON,

Postmaster General.
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